PERFUMES  AND  THEIR  PREPARATION.                  6l
the bags of males more than two years old; that of younger
animals contains only a substance of a milky consistence,
whose odor has no resemblance to that of musk.* The quan-
tity of musk present in a bag varies with the season and the
age of the animal; the smallest quantity may be assumed at
about six drachms, though some bags contain as much as one
and a half ounces.
The hunters dry the bags either on hot stones or in the
air, or they dip them into hot oil. In commerce musk occurs
either in bags under the name moschus in vesicis, " musk in                       ;|
pods/' or free, moschus in granis, moschus ex vesicis, " grain                       \ \
musk." According to its origin four sorts are distinguished:
Chinese or Tonquin musk, Siberian or Russian musk, Assam
or Bengal musk, and finally Bokharian musk. The latter two
varieties, however, rarely reach this market. Chinese musk
(Tonquin or Thibet musk) occurs in small boxes containing
twenty to. thirty bags, each wrapped in Chinese tissue paper,
on which Chinese characters are printed. This is considered
the best quality. Assam musk occurs in boxes lined with
tin which contain as piany as two hundred or more bags; its
value is about two-thirds that of the former. Russian musk is
packed in various ways and is worth about one-fourth that of
the Chinese; a special variety of it, of a weaker and rather urin-
ous odor, is known as Gabardine musk; of least value is Bokha-
rian musk which is of a grayish black color, with a faint odor.
Musk is adulterated in-an almost incredible manner; at
times so-called musk bags are met with which are artificially
constructed of animal membranes and filled with dried blood,
earth, etc., and slightly scented with genuine musk. But
even the genuine musk bags are often tampered with; musk
being removed from the opening and the space filled with
earth, dried blood, animal excrement, or perhaps pieces of
copper and lead.
Pure musk reacts quite characteristically toward caustic